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Mr. EdwaPQ nosscr 
ban 322, M1ntsttatton Wing 
W&I - Oata PrcEossfng Divistan 
Battfmore 35, Naryhd 

Over tha past savaral manthr wa hava ti trying to establish WrkIng relation- 
ships with private and govarrwant aguuzias responsible far Iarga, machinable 
files of statlstlcal data characterlrimg ths U. 5. papu1atIort. You probably 
know of Dr. H. 8. NIwcoat#~s w@rk a, rac6rd tlnkaga (an Canadian datu), mati- 
vated by the irxy>ortanea of faratly correlations for ganattc analysis. There 
seems 1 fttl+ doubt nw that MSI ncords WI 1 t & the focal point of record 
II&age in the futuray I hape the opportunity wf~i be davalopad to do this for 
the benefit of dmuOgpaphic and health-orisntad statistics 0s mtl as for the 
othar guvmrnmanta\ functiars of tax and banefits admInistration. 

Gsna Garfield suggested that t contact you for information an the tong range 
stratagy of suah progrms, to the extant they have been formulated. for 
axuspla, I nota that QASi nurrbrrs ara naw ncordad on (Catifomta) daath cer- 
tiffcates. Should i infer that CMSi raceivas copies of the daath records for 
laetchtng Its own files? 

Hy M studies hava to do with ferti 1 Ity patterns (“chiIdspaclng”) and related 
problrras, including a smwwhat surprising socfal strattfication of seaswat 
tlmlng of births - nd 1 mid also predict of marriages end daaths. t feet 
thasa saaearal cycles may on tha ona hand distort, an the other, enrich demuw 
graphic studies (If thay can be obJoctIvaly analyzed), in addition to their 
inherent interest. Furthemre, datafled dating of records should be fnval- 
uabta for record chacktng and linkaga -- 8.9. tf birth dams (whan avatlabls) 
appaared on daath cartificatas. 

At present t have one tmgfbh problam uhich you ralght halp to answat. We 
have SW indications ef r’dtscnpant?’ birth mth distributrons mtang (1) the 
propositi of Torman’s study of ganius and (2) differant blood groups of donors 
at a San Francisco blood bank. But, lncredlbly, there fs not ecmvenlent 
(detaflad) sou~ca of control birth datas of extant individuals, except prob. 
ably the WI files. fhesa stild have additional structure of great interest -- 
accupatiarrr1 and Inccma classifiaatlan. Perhaps there are avan msures of 
faulty Ilnkaga! Both for tha immadiata problem and for more extended interests, 
may I impose m you for informatiar on (1) the organization of your machfned 
records, and (2) tha conditions and faasDbllity of enl 
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I have baan in touch with Vital Statistics (natality) and Census (populatfon) 
on thaw qucastions (and have an app’1 ication to MiH in process for funding 
thas% studhs). But Cansus unfortunata1y has nut usually carried its filas 
to the requisite datail and Vital Statistics can mly rafer to new events. 

We are well sat up for extensive cmputatim hare, with an IEBWj’Q90 and a 
Burroughs B$XXI systam, The former is being organized far sxtmsive time- 
sharing and remote I/O with dynmic, graphic displays, as well as the usual 
printouts. Smm satellite computers (naw a PEW-1 at the Ctmputation Cantrtr 
and a small LlNC in our own lrlmratory) are involved in this as terminal and 
dl splay stat ions. Prograrmting gaes ruastmably smoothly. Js we are very 4um-1 
to tie on to the data to test our mechanistic speculations and exploit these 
facilities. 

Sincerely yours, 

Joshua taderberg 
Professor of Genetics 


